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Ready...Set...Mark 1 

DATE 9±9b¢ [h/!¢Lhb hw 

/hb¢!/¢ 

28 October Annual Pizza Party 

4 p-m 

ABC Pizza 

House,  

25-29 October Ft Lauderdale Boat 

Show 

801 Seabreeze 

Blvd. Ft Lauder-

dale 

18 November  

 

Party Fishing Boat 

Meet at 11-11:30 am 

Queen Fleet 

Clearwater-

Leaves at 1 pm 

25 November  General Membership & 

ExCom Meetingï 4pm 

Luis Garden Grill 

Tampa 

16 December Annual Christmas Party 

4pm 

Luis Garden Grill 

Tampa 

23 December Tampa Lighted Boat  

Parade 

Tampa Conven-

tion Center 

6 January 

2024 

General Membership 

Annual Meetingð4pm 

Luis Garden Grill 

Tampa 

18-21 January 

2024 

St Petersburg Power & 

Sail Boat Show 

Duke Energy 

Center for Arts 

21 January 

2024 

Change of Watch 

2pm 

Columbia restau-

rant, 2117 E 7th 

Ave, Ybor City 

WELCOME ABOARD! 

Five new members joined Tampa Power Squadron 

since our last newsletter.  Their membership was 

announced in the Mini-Toot but we want to be 

sure everyone does a ñGrip and Grinò the next time 

you see them. 

Please welcome: 

¶ Stephanie (Steph) Thomas an ABC student 

¶ P/C Judy DeMeglio, SN from the Cyber Squad-

ron and previously Anclote Key 

¶ Gracicia (Grace) Hirigoyen transferring from St 

Petersburg Squadron 

¶ P/C James Geske, AP and P/D/Lt Cindy Geske 

reactivated their membership 

¶ Al Antoni, AP and P/Stf/C Pat Antoni, SN are 

associate members for now. 
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SQUADRON COMMANDER 

Cdr John A. Orr III, S 

Commander John had back surgery.  He is recuperating at home and would welcome cards and 

letters.  We will all keep him in our prayers and wish him a quick recovery.  His home address is:  

425 S. 50th St., Tampa, FL 33619 

St. Petersburg Power and Sailboat Show 

The St. Petersburg Power & Sailboat Show is the largest boat show on the Gulf Coast and will 

take place January 18-21, 2024 at the Duke Energy Center for the Arts Mahaffey Theater Yacht 

Basin and Albert Whitted Park in St.Petersburg, Florida. The show will feature an impressive se-

lection of powerboats and sailboats displayed in-water and on-land, along with a 40,000-square-

foot tent housing all types of marine gear.  Attendees can also enjoy seminars on boating, fishing, 

and other marine-related topics, along with other attendee favorites:  Hook the Futureôs kids fish-

ing clinics with Captain Don Dingman and On-Water Training courses with the Annapolis School 

of Seamanship and Progressive. 

SQUADRON  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Lt/C Frank E. Penny, SN 

The District 22 Fall Conference was held in Pun-

ta Gorda October 13-14.  I attended as the repre-

sentative of Cdr John Orr, Jr. SN. Friday morning 

was the Commanderôs meeting.   All but three 

squadrons were present.  The discussions most-

ly covered membership and how to improve it.  

No easy solution.  There was also a discussion 

of the council and do we need one.  Friday after-

noon the Council met.  Again, the discussion was 

whether the Council was required. 

Saturday morning a round table was held on 

ñBuild and Maintain Membershipò.  A key point 

was made many times that when we take in a 

new member, we must get them involved right 

away and make them feel welcome.  When older 

members attend a meeting, we should strive to 

sit with the new members.  Have a welcome 

committee talk with the new members.  Remem-

ber ñGrip and Grinò.  Have interest groups such 

as ñKayak Groupò, etc. 

Saturday afternoon was the District Conference.  

A disappointing note was the announcement that 

D/22 lost 300 members during the past year and 

now stands at 1,879.  

Tampa Power Squadron was presented with a 

certificate from C/C Craig D. Fraser, SN honoring  

the squadron for ñ75 years of dedicated service 

to the mission of safe boating through educa-

tionò. It was an honor to receive it as the Com-

manderôs  representative. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Lʠ/C Frˉʹʔ Pˏn˚ʦ, ȚN 

Executive Officer 

https://stpeteboatshow.com/en/home.html
https://www.stpeteboatshow.com/en/home.html
https://www.stpeteboatshow.com/en/home.html
https://www.stpeteboatshow.com/en/home.html
https://www.stpeteboatshow.com/en/home.html
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Presented to Tampa Power Squadron at District 22 meeting 

October 14, 2023 
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SQUADRON 

EDUCATIONAL 

OFFICER 

Lt/C Scott Morris, P 

A writer from Yachting magazine spent some 

time with a demo MuVIT system I sent to them to 

evaluate. After interviewing me, I sent him the 

following information about why education is 

important for all boaters..  Looking forward to 

reading his review and the interview when they 

publish it.  

 
Navigating Safe Waters:  

The Importance of Boating Education 
 

Introduction 
Whether you're an experienced captain or a novice, 
the world of boating offers endless opportunities for 
adventure and relaxation. However, to ensure that 
your time on the water is enjoyable and, more 
importantly, safe, boating education is a crucial 
aspect of this maritime journey 
 
Safety First 
Safety is paramount when it comes to boating. Every 
year, accidents and mishaps occur on the water, and 
many of them are avoidable with the right knowledge 
and training. Boating education provides individuals 
with the skills and awareness needed to navigate 
waterways safely. Courses often cover topics like 
proper vessel operation, navigation rules, emergency 
procedures, and the importance of life jackets, 
ultimately reducing the risk of accidents and 
casualties. 
 
Environmental Responsibility 
Boaters are not just passengers on the water; they 
are also stewards of our aquatic ecosystems. A well-
rounded boating education program should 
emphasize the importance of preserving and 
protecting these delicate environments. Education 
helps boaters understand the impact of pollution, 
habitat destruction, and invasive species on the 
waterways, empowering them to make responsible 
choices. Knowing how to dispose of waste, avoiding 
sensitive areas, and respecting wildlife are all vital 

components of responsible boating. 
 
Navigational Competence 
Effective navigation is a skill that all boaters should 
possess. Boating education equips individuals with 
the knowledge needed to read charts, understand 
buoys and markers, and utilize GPS and other 
navigation tools. These skills not only help ensure the 
safety of everyone on board but also prevent 
accidents, such as grounding or collisions, which can 
have serious consequences. 
 
Legal Compliance 
Compliance with boating regulations and laws is a 
critical aspect of responsible boating. Boating 
education courses cover the specific rules and 
requirements in your region, ensuring that boaters 
understand issues such as speed limits, alcohol 
restrictions, and licensing. Ignorance of the law is not 
an excuse, so it's crucial to be well-informed to avoid 
fines, penalties, or even legal trouble. 
 
Lifelong Learning 
Boating is an evolving field, with new technology and 
safety practices emerging regularly. Boating 
education is not just for beginners; it's a journey of 
lifelong learning. Experienced boaters can benefit 
from advanced courses to stay up to date with the 
latest developments in the field, from improved safety 
equipment to changes in regulations. 
 
Conclusion 
Boating education is not just a nicety; it's a necessity. 
From ensuring the safety of those on board to 
protecting the environment, navigating competently, 
complying with the law, and fostering a culture of 
continuous learning, boating education is the 
compass that guides us through the intricate waters 
of maritime exploration.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lʠ/C Sʉᴆʠ M˛rˠiʟ, P 

9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ hŶŎŜǊ 

See West Marine 20% off coupon for Safety Items. Pg 17.  Good through 12/31/2023 
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"ÒÉÅÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÒÅ× 
=ǳȍɊɰǳ ȖǳǈǬȜȿȎ Ɋʎʆ ȍɊɰ ǈ Ǭǈʭ Ɋȿ ʆȖǳ ʧǈʆǳɰḼ Ǥǳ ɸʎɰǳ ʆɊ ǤɰȜǳȍ ʭɊʎɰ ǥɰǳʧṁ þǈȴȰ ʆɊ ʭɊʎɰ ɭǈɸṟ
ɸǳȿȎǳɰɸ ǈǤɊʎʆ ʭɊʎɰ ǤɊǈʆ ǈȿǬ ȽǈȰǳ ɸʎɰǳ ʭɊʎ Ȗǈʦǳ ɸɊȽǳɊȿǳ Ɋȿ ǤɊǈɰǬ ʧȖɊ ȰȿɊʧɸ ȖɊʧ 
ʆɊ Ɋɭǳɰǈʆǳ Ȝʆ ɸȖɊʎȴǬ ʭɊʎ ǤǳǥɊȽǳ ȜȿǥǈɭǈǥȜʆǈʆǳǬṁ ! ǥɰǳʧ ǤɰȜǳ̙ȿȎ ǥǈȿ ȽǈȰǳ ɰʎȿȿȜȿȎ ʭɊʎɰ 
ǤɊǈʆ ǳǈɸȜǳɰ ǈȿǬ ʭɊʎɰ Ȏʎǳɸʆɸ ȍǳǳȴ ɸǈȍǳɰṁ 

oǳɰǳ ǈɰǳ ɸɊȽǳ ʆȖȜȿȎɸ ʭɊʎ ɸȖɊʎȴǬ ǥɊȿɸȜǬǳɰ ǥɊʦǳɰȜȿȎḻ 

¶ ĞȖǳɰǳ ʆɊ ̙ȿǬ ȴȜȍǳ ȭǈǥȰǳʆɸḼ ǈ ̙ɰɸʆ-ǈȜǬ ȰȜʆḼ ʦȜɸʎǈȴ ǬȜɸʆɰǳɸɸ ɸȜȎȿǈȴɸ ǈȿǬ ̙ɰǳ ǳʬʆȜȿȎʎȜɸȖǳɰɸṁ 
=ǳ ɸʎɰǳ ʆɊ Ɋȍȍǳɰ ȴȜȍǳ ȭǈǥȰǳʆɸ ʆɊ ʭɊʎɰ Ȏʎǳɸʆɸ ǈȿǬ ǳȿǥɊʎɰǈȎǳ ǳʦǳɰʭɊȿǳ ʆɊ ʧǳǈɰ ʆȖǳȽṁ !ǬǬȜṟ
ʆȜɊȿǈȴȴʭḼ ɭɊȜȿʆ Ɋʎʆ ʆȖǳ Ǥǳɸʆ ɭȴǈǥǳɸ ʆɊ ɸȜʆ Ɋȿ ǤɊǈɰǬ ǈȿǬ ɰǳȽȜȿǬ ʆȖǳȽ ʆɊ ɸɭɰǳǈǬ Ɋʎʆ ǈȿǬ 
ȿɊʆ ǈȴȴ ɸȜʆ Ɋɰ ɸʆǈȿǬ Ɋȿ Ɋȿǳ ɸȜǬǳ Ɋȍ ʆȖǳ ǤɊǈʆṁ 
¶ oɊʧ ʆɊ Ɋɭǳɰǈʆǳ ʆȖǳ ĝof ȽǈɰȜȿǳ ɰǈǬȜɊ Ȝȿ ǥǈɸǳ Ɋȍ ǈȿ ǳȽǳɰȎǳȿǥʭṁ  µɊɸʆ ɭǳɊɭȴǳ ȰȿɊʧ 
ʆȖǈʆ ɰǈǬȜɊɸ ǈɰǳ ṪɭʎɸȖ ʆɊ ʆǈȴȰḼṫ Ǥʎʆ Ȝȿ ǈȿ ǳȽǳɰȎǳȿǥʭḼ ʆȖǳʭ ȍɊɰȎǳʆ ʆɊ Ṫɰǳȴǳǈɸǳ ʆɊ ȴȜɸʆǳȿṁṫ 
¶ oɊʧ ʭɊʎ ʧȜȴȴ ȖǈȿǬȴǳ ǬɊǥȰȜȿȎ ɭɰɊǥǳǬʎɰǳɸ ǈȿǬ ʧȖǈʆ Ȗǳȴɭ ʭɊʎ ǳʬɭǳǥʆ ʧȖǳȿ ʭɊʎ Ȏǳʆ ʆɊ 
ʭɊʎɰ ǬǳɸʆȜȿǈʆȜɊȿṁ  ĤɊʎ ǬɊȿṭʆ ʧǈȿʆ ʆɊ Ǥǳ ʎȿɭɰǳɭǈɰǳǬ ȍɊɰ ǬɊǥȰȜȿȎṁ !ȴʆȖɊʎȎȖ ǳʦǳɰʭɊȿǳ 
ʧǈȿʆɸ ʆɊ ȖǳȴɭḼ ʆȖǳʭ Ƚǈʭ ȿɊʆ ȰȿɊʧ ʆȖǳ Ǥǳɸʆ ʧǈʭ ʆɊ ǬɊ ɸɊṁ  >ɊʦǳɰȜȿȎ ʆȖȜɸ ǈȖǳǈǬ Ɋȍ ʆȜȽǳ 
Ȗǳȴɭɸ ǈʦɊȜǬ ȴǈɸʆ-ȽȜȿʎʆǳ ǥɊȿȍʎɸȜɊȿ ǈȿǬ ȽȜɸȖǈɭɸṁ 
¶ ĞȖȜȴǳ ʭɊʎṭɰǳ ǈʆ ȜʆḼ ǬȜɸǥʎɸɸ ʆȖǳ ɰɊʎʆǳ ɸɊ ʆȖǳʭ ʎȿǬǳɰɸʆǈȿǬ ʧȖǈʆ ʆȖǳʭ ʧȜȴȴ ɸǳǳ ǈȴɊȿȎ ʆȖǳ 
ʧǈʭṁ  ĝȜɸȜʆɊɰɸ Ƚǈʭ ȿɊʆ Ǥǳ ȍǈȽȜȴȜǈɰ ʧȜʆȖ ȴɊǥǈȴ ʧǈʆǳɰɸṁ oǳȴɭȜȿȎ ʆȖǳȽ ǈɭɭɰǳǥȜǈʆǳ ʧȖǈʆ ʆȖǳʭ 
ǈɰǳ ǈǤɊʎʆ ʆɊ ǳʬɭǳɰȜǳȿǥǳ ɸǳʆɸ ʆȖǳ ɸʆǈȎǳ ȍɊɰ ǈ ȍʎȿ Ǭǈʭṁ 
fȜȿǈȴȴʭḼ ǈȴʧǈʭɸ Ȗǈʦǳ ɸɊȽǳɊȿǳ Ɋȿ ǤɊǈɰǬ ʧȖɊ ǥǈȿ Ǥǳ ʭɊʎɰ ɭǈɰʆȿǳɰ Ȝȿ ǥɊȽȽǈȿǬṁ þȖȜɸ ɭǳɰṟ
ɸɊȿ ɸȖɊʎȴǬ Ǥǳ ǈǤȴǳ ʆɊ Ɋɭǳɰǈʆǳ ʭɊʎɰ ǤɊǈʆ ǈȿǬ Ȏǳʆ ǳʦǳɰʭɊȿǳ ȖɊȽǳ ɸǈȍǳȴʭ ṓɊɰ ʆɊ ǈ ǬǳɸȜȎṟ
ȿǈʆǳǬ ǈǥǥǳɸɸ ɭɊȜȿʆ ʧȖǳɰǳ Ȗǳȴɭ Ȝɸ ǈʦǈȜȴǈǤȴǳṔ Ȝȍ ʭɊʎ ǤǳǥɊȽǳ ȜȿǥǈɭǈǥȜʆǈʆǳǬṁ þǈȰȜȿȎ ʆȜȽǳ ʆɊ 
ǤɰȜǳȍ ʭɊʎɰ ǥɰǳʧ ʧȜȴȴ Ȗǳȴɭ ǳʦǳɰʭɊȿǳ ɸʆǈʭ ɸǈȍǳ ǈȿǬ Ȗǈʦǳ ȽɊɰǳ ȍʎȿ Ɋȿ ʆȖǳ ʧǈʆǳɰṁ ṜþȖɊȽǈɸ Mṁ 
EǈʧɸɊȿ Ɋȍ !ȽǳɰȜǥǈṭɸ =ɊǈʆȜȿȎ >ȴʎǤ >ǈɭǳ >Ɋɰǈȴ 

uȽǈȎǳ ǥɊʎɰʆǳɸʭ Ɋȍ !ȽǳɰȜǥǈṭɸ =ɊǈʆȜȿȎ >Ȗǈȿȿǳȴ 

https://boatingcompass.org/what-you-should-know-about-marine-radio/
https://boatingcompass.org/crew-at-the-helm/
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SQUADRON  

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

Lt/C Thomas C. Thompson, AP 

The past several months have been very hot.  But, 

that didnôt stop our squadron members...they still 

enjoyed our planned events. 

On the 11th of June, nine members went on the 

Odyssey Cruise that departed from Tarpon Spring 

Docks.  The one hour narrated cruise down the 

Anclote River was very interesting and the boat ride 

was excellent.,  We then had a delicious dinner at one 

of the famous Greek Restaurants near the docks.  

Everyone had a great time. 

 

 

 

On the 20th of August, nine members boarded the 

Silver Springs Glass Bottom Boat to view the fish 

below our feet.  The cruise was narrated by the 

captain.  The trip up and down the river was 1-1/2 

hours.  We had some small rain showers but the boat 

had a roof and the few drops we got felt good.  After 

the cruise we traveled down the road and had dinner 

at a very nice Italian Restaurant in Brooksville.  We all 

had an enjoyable day together.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 17th of September, six members climbed 

aboard the Calypso Queen double decker boat that 

departed out of Clearwater Beach Marina.  We were 

invited by Lakeland Power Squadron who had sixteen 

members attend this outing.  The first floor was the 

dining area. A good buffet meal was served along with 

plenty of refreshments. The boat captain pointed out 

homes owned by famous people and told lots of 

stories about the area.    
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The ship stayed in the Intercoastal waters and the 

ride was comfortable.  We are planning to do more 

outings with the Lakeland Power Squadron in the fu-

ture. 

Several more events are planned for the next three 

months.  On Saturday, the 28th of October, we will 

host our annual pizza party for our members.  The 

event will be at the ABC Pizza House, 1242 West 

Hillsborough Ave., Tampa starting at 1600 (4pm).  

The Tampa Power Squadron will pick up the tab.  

Hope to see everyone there and come hungry. 

Iôm planning a squadron fish-

ing trip in November when 

the weather is somewhat 

cooler and hurricanes are 

gone.  I have found a fleet 

with the largest boat and best 

price for this event.  Some 

members from the Lakeland 

Squadron are interested in 

attending as well.  

Our annual Christmas Party will be December 9th 

at 1600 (4pm).  Dinner will be at Luis Garden Grill, 

4502 West Hillsborough Ave.  After dinner we will 

have our yearly Chinese Gift Exchange Game.  Bring 

a wrapped gift $20.00 or less. Everyone will have a 

great time trying to chose the best gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

To end the year, Iôm planning a boat ride down the 

Hillsborough River on Saturday the 23rd of Decem-

ber.  We will travel to the Tampa Convention Center 

basin and watch the Tampa Lighted Boat Parade.  

More information will be provided when all the details 

are completed. 

Please contact me at 813-765-7415 if you have any 

questions or suggestions for upcoming events. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Lʠ/C T˛ʗ Th˛˙ps˛ʘ, ȂP 

Administrative Officer 

The Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show (FLIBS) is recog-

nized as the largest in-water boat show in the world.  It spans nearly 

90 acres across three million square feet of exhibit space that is 

connected by an intricate network of water and ground transporta-

tion services. The five-day show attracted over 100,000 attendees 

and 1,000 exhibitors representing 52 countries with more than 

1,300 boats on display in 2022. Products range from superyachts to 

sunglasses and everything in between.  The show opens October 

25th and closes on the 29th.The main location is 801 Seabreeze 

Blvd, Ft Lauderdale.  One-day general admission is $42.00 and self

-parking is $37.00.  Go to website & buy on line.   
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SQUADRON  

SECRETARY and TREASURER 

R/C Anna Morris, SN 

Greetings from the steno pad! Actually, there is a 

bit more going on in the Secretary Department 

than just recording the minutes of our General 

Membership and Executive Committee Meetings.   

For instance, next month the Nominating 

Committee will publish their candidates for the 

2024 Watch Year and Iôll be sending that 

information, along with the Call to the Squadron 

Annual Meeting on 7 January (special date), the 

invitation to the 76
th
 annual Change of Watch, the 

2024 Squadron Calendar and Roster. Getting 

back to minutes for a second, all minutes are 

posted in the Members Section on the squadron 

web page. 

Also in the Secretaryôs Department is P/Stf/C Pat 

Antoni, SN who is the functioning editor of the 

Short Blast. Pat is also responsible for 

corresponding with D/22ôs BEACON and HQôs 

The Ensign publications. And what a wonderful 

job she is doing! Now, if she can just get the rest 

of us to pay attention to the deadlines!  Pat is 

aided by various squadron photographers, but 

especially Jim and Cindy Geske.  

The Information Technology Committee, headed 

by Lt/C Scott Morris, P, is responsible for 

maintaining the squadronôs web (https://

tampaps.org/) and facebook (https://

www.facebook.com/TampaPowerSquadron)) 

pages in addition to those for the MuVIT boat 

simulator (https://muvit-boating.com/ and https://

www.facebook.com/groups/muvitboating/, 

respectively).  

And completing the Secretaryôs Department is 

the Shipôs Store located in the back of Tom 

Thompsonôs SUV! Tom does a great job at 

ordering items upon request. Ask him about 

recycled items which is a great way in which to 

save money.  

Did you know that the secretary and treasurer 

are the only two flag positions that may be held 

by a single officer? The positions are not 

combined; only provisional squadrons have 

secretary/treasurer position.  So, the Tampa 

Power Squadron has a Secretaryôs Department 

AND a Treasurerôs Department and both are 

headed by éme! 

The Treasurerôs Department really has no news 

to report. Our accounts balance and the 

squadron is solvent. If you want to know the 

actual figures, come attend one of the general 

membership meetings. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

R/C A˚nʆ M˛rˠiʟ, ȚN 

Secretary and Treasurer 

 

Social Outing 

Tampa Bay Lighted Boat Parade 

This picture of the parade was taken last year by Scott 

Morris.  The number of boats participating is unbelievable.  

We are planning a boat ride down the Hillsborough River 

on Saturday the 23rd of December to see the parade.   

More information will be provided when all the details are 

completed. 

https://tampaps.org/
https://tampaps.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TampaPowerSquadron
https://www.facebook.com/TampaPowerSquadron
https://muvit-boating.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/muvitboating/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/muvitboating/

