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SQUADRON COMMANDE
Cdr John A.

R/ C John Di Prima, AP Chvaitreman wef wihHé make a i Fe

Environment &ommbiiebedatnmhe@l so choose to tak t h

following message aboutsotmed hé MWyi tommdrhter , regchi

that | thought was wor tclh mMmaime dtiiesg:t o undertagke @

cl eanup ?pngj] ®ct smal | . he:s

Environmental CongdydepgalydsPiniS el Odpreshior

Good StewardShcioF%munity and could poBsi6kb

Ever seen | itter such amsemabeétsyrfoofroaorHrcoclieueb'c pOOd
in the parking | ot or adlooeﬁkgngaon uanrreeawayrodued!

frequent? Not only doedPrloittetcari ndge torua c tb efarua m f dil s
ard&abeaut g, abesb har mfulvat erwhgs i s i mportantQto

environment. UUnstead ofsaweal kainmdg emrj olyy yorur sujfmer
ignoring the Ilitter, tdkeoka amomant ctad emidak ioth pre
and place it in a propewe twiddh sean.yoluhias woareq of
principle appA\Igecsutwhoem I%yemswpectfully submitted
water. Let environment al best practices guid
your actions regarding CpPMadt'i-®s A.gL¥plaPL! ., S
di sposal, toilet use, iglmmanhdyeffuel control , thoxi

waste, and Aereal. | Ugo omk
environment &lons tammwlarods t he

AMERICA’S America’s Boating Channel Smart TV Launch

B‘E'A.""G Click here to learn more: SIMART TV LAUNCH - YouTube
CHANNEL

® ‘h America's Boating Channel's new smart TV offerings officially launched at
"!'-'_‘:'"...-'""-_"“'-3' the 2023 International Boating & Water Safety Summit (IBWSS). Sponsored

by the U.S. Coast Guard, America’s Boating Channel is the boating safety
and boater education video service of United States Power Squadrons.

Subscribe now for free to the on-demand app on Roku or FireTV and tune-in to the continuously play-
ing live channel on Sports.TV. To get the app, on Roku, select Store using your Roku remote, select
Channels and search for Americas Boating Channel, select Add Channel. On FireTV, go to Apps on your
Fire TV Main Menu, search for Americas Boating Channel, select Get to download the app. For the chan-
nel, add the Sports.TV app on Roku or FireTV, select Live Channels and scroll down to America’s Boating
Channel, click the program grid to watch now.
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SQUADRON
EDUCATI ONAL
OFFI CER

P/ St f/ C Scott Mo

We have scheawyl ABC ac Qurbseatifiomg safety educat.i
boaters of all skil!@l | eivsesluse.d by the Florida
Conservation Commi ssio
Do you have any children, grandchil dren or
friends who want to pi |Qutr ac obuoraste oirs darpipvreo vae d
personal watercraft? N A0S B LdAa. | aSao ssteantde st htehma t
anyone born on or after January 1, 1988 (35 o
younger) who operates aRevsepsescetlf uplolwe rseudb nbiyt tleld
horsepower or more must pass an approved
boater safety course anPd/ Sn'faYv/eC i Sntt ohdi sM . hre¥ri L, P
ossession hotogr a . [ tgon .and a
P P graphicg g @8 ntal Fi1eC .ty Pang
of Tampa Bay
presents
A 2-day course, written by boaters, for boaters of all skill levels.
AMERICA’S All Types of Boating,
BOATING COURSE ™" Inland And Coastal
i ; Bonus Navigation
Supplement
Meets Florida State
Regquirements for
Certification
May Reduce Boat
United States Power Squadrons® o I nsurance P rem ium S
%;i:e_q
Tampa FOP Lodge 27
6912 N. Florida Avenue
Tampa
September 23 & 24
DAY 1: 8:30 am - 3 pm DAY 2: 9am - 3 pm
Registration & Fees Classroom Lectures/Simulator Exercises
Classroom Lectures Florida State Boating Laws
Simulator Exercises Course Review & Proctored Exam
$55 per student / $80 for a couple sharing a book
NO CHARGE to Active or Retired Military & First Responders
\\‘ - For additional information, call 813-810-6914.
> To register, go to tampaps.org.
America’s Boating Club® and logo are registered trademarks of the United States Power Squadrons®
© Tampa Power Squadron, Inc.
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SQUADRON SAFETY CHAI RMAN
P/ Stf/ C Scott Morris

America's Boating Channel
Urges Use of Engine Cut-Off Devices
Are you aware of the legal requirement for using engine

cut-off devices? This is a requirement that could save your
life.

The requirement to use an engine cut-off switch (ECOS)

took effect on April 1, 2021, and applies to all U.S. waterways, with fines of $100, $250, and
$500 for the first, second, and third offenses, respectively. State and local authorities may choose
to enforce the law differently, but using an engine cut-off switch is now the law for qualified
vessels everywhere in the United States.

The law applies to all personal watercraft and recreational boats under 26 feet with motors
capable of 115 pounds of static thrust (a little under 3 horsepower). Boats not currently equipped
with an engine cut-off switch are exempt, but that
grandfather clause is closing fast. Another recent federal
law required manufacturers to install engine cut-off
switches on all new boats starting in January 2020.

Videos are available that offer an overview of the
importance of specialized safety equipment for recreational
boating that will shut down the engine in an emergency
such as the boat operator falling overboard. America’s
Boating Channel™ produced these videos to help viewers learn about traditional lanyard type
devices, as well as the new wireless systems.

Watching videos like "Engine Cut-Off Devices" (https://youtu.be/3J3M8dMzqTk) is an excellent
way for boaters to prepare for safer experiences on the water. America’s Boating Channel also
produced a sequel entitled “Wear an ECOS” (https://youtu.be/i0Nu7Gu-JGO). It covers

. differences between boating knowledge and boating skills and why it matters. Viewers learn
approaches to take to improve their boating abilities.

You can follow the above links or visit
https://www.youtube.com/@AmericasBoatingChannel
to find these and other safe boating videos, which are an
excellent tool to help recruit participants to our
educational program and to membership. Invite your
friends and neighbors to watch, like and subscribe to
America’s Boating Channel to introduce them to what
our organization has to offer.

Available on YouTube, America’s Boating Channel offers quick and easy access to
professionally produced high-definition safe boating and boater education videos. America’s
Boating Channel™ is produced by the United States Power Squadrons® (USPS) under a grant
from the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund administered by the U.S. Coast Guard.
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YBOR CI TY/ TAMPA SOCI AL OUTI N

16 April 2023

Five members met in YbowWe CQiitnye d oi tc ajtucsht trhieg hftr,e et |
trolley to the waterfrotnhterien alnadnmprae a d yA st owet ankae t oef
for the trolley to comeaboPuWtC aTllol it Thiecenppessohnt, @ hAH e v
gave us a history of t hRi &G&koovm .t hel o ver af mratli wrec
Fl oridian and a treasurg, chhaedsta Otfab'lnef o Mastii 9" o n
about the area. perfect view of the Hill sl
Ybor City is the end ofantdhes etrrvoilclee ywelrien eo uatnsdt aan d i
perfect place to get onanboaaprpdet i zPearr koifn go ywsatser s oI
across the street; c¢onvgernoisesneed aenvde rvyeornye out at t|
reasonabl e. Il t was mucwo nbdeetrtfeurl .meeting t here

than. driving to the watAefrtferronat Iaenids uhruenlty' n g, nfcohr, a,
parking space. back to the convention ceil
We rode the troll ey t o ttrhoel Iceoyn vbeanctki otno coeunrt ecra resx.i
g_ot offlsnd \r/]valked acr os;s V\FaEse aStb_reea_eutt itfoul_t hdeay an
river wa . There was so, mucy df"‘ecfti'nvi'tteyl ygod'ongi tonaga

that you could spend thn?akdianyg JtUSitg paeonpeln?orable e
watching.

Ri &k On the River Rgstaur
Hi Il |l sborough River,|] Tamp

Great food, great sjlerviec
view of the river

Tom Thompson, Al Antoni,
Cindy Geske, and P4gqt Ant

We waited to be | adt to
captain of the watgdgr tax
picture.
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§ Meet at 1100 hours &@epubltihe papo
§ Wal k around, shop and taste som
§s Then board the Odyssey River Cr
§ Departs at 1300 hours and retur
§ Adult and Senior tickets are
§ Tickets are available at thei
s After the cruise we will .have a
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SQUADRON
SECRETARY/ TREASU
R/ C Anna Morri s,

The articl e oiWWh gda gnee x9t afbaoountc hed t he 24x7 |
Boating Simulatsorf rTfamitnBenagt i ng Channel

Educfaltlonalc.‘z(Duarpraullf|h1tinnaen\l\/ao'~7ther USPS dignitar
published at the 2022 Governing Board. T

US Coast Guard transferred/tch Grrai@r aPnGNEfrragsyg rt

BSVT to MuVIT in SeptemberAi2dge2 2C/ C pMjivgnm a

Boating, LLC was founded iPl No& eMi eyr Poagdody: Abgb
receive the USCG funds. TPH eR/h iStteed” et aR-e sADP D

Power Squadrons and MuVI T PEoVdtG nByo bs jBy naghgiNe

their contract in FebruaryP/2R/2G3 Scott D-AOGAN,DoO
Houston/ 21 and BOCC

Up until that point, MuVvIlI T research and

devel opment had been solneCiiyderngtpadedy .pyt hiepeHous

Tampa Power Squadron. PSiarl | Cehsa Seefr Pefn edr a&€jNeen

13 had been to squadr onPs€i Ngg s srsjecmbsl exdn.q P ccd

Auxiliary flotillas at fcodstthepoMisngshi pping.

I n April of this year, Scott and | joined

Tammy Brown, HQ Mar ket iRegs peicrtefcyt|o:ry, Studbmi t t ed

present MuVI& BdéoatAimeg i Clau t.abl e at .

¥
the I nternational Boating aAndn‘IWaN{‘err ISLa'fe-!_tNy
Summit (1 BWSS) in LittlISecRoeectkar yARL.Lreasurer

This was the same event at which P/ D/ C Mar
Lafferty, AP and P/ C Sari S. Lafferty, AP
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KAYAK ADVENTURE GRM®YPdo not allow r

ot hers have greater
P/ C Jim Greenhal gh, SNciaSnnaotmekn%beepr uopf_ Sty ¢
Petersburg Squadron and L3N ras,:sBocpioastteS 5fh g

Tampa. He and another firjinfped SxdBheed a pri

ecr ati
speed
y O ar

gi ve hi
vatje

club for paddling ent husyg g :
explore the waters in ka
advertise for membership
club to sea and touring
vessels are | onger and w
recreational kayak.

Jim posts pictures of t hj | P e el h

Tampa Power Sqguadron Fac
said he would wel come an
touring style kayak into

thh e
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What’s next for Boat Simulation Training?

] n 2013, USPS was awarded a US Coast
Guard (USCG) grant to build a boating
simulator for teaching boating skills to its
members and the general public. With
nine consecutive grants, the USCG has
invested over $1.2M in the development
of the Boating Skills Virtual Trainer
(BSVT).

BSVT was conceived originally by Bob
Palmer when he observed his
grandchildren playing with a racecar
simulator at a Chuck E. Cheese and
thought, “why can’t we do this for
boaters?” Bob directed the program for
many years with Lisa Herndon Wilson as
project manager, working with our
partner, Virtual Driver Interactive (VDI),
to hone the exercises.

George Hallenbeck took over the reins as
project manager in 2017 and over the
course of the program, well over 17,000
students have been documented as
users, with hundreds of others observing
and participating.

George recently retired from this role;
Lisa continues to work with the 23 full-
sized BSVT units. VDI was acquired by
Cemtrex, Inc. So, what is next on the
horizon for training boating skills through
simulation?

Concurrently over the years, Scott Morris
worked with the Tampa Squadron to
internally develop a laptop version called
MuVIT™, the Multi-Vessel Interactive
Trainer, using off-the-shelf software.
MuVIT is now in its 4 generation and
provides an economical trainer which is
easily transportable and very versatile.

The platform has numerous advanced
features to assist the boating educator
and provide a visual draw at public events
such as boat shows. The MuVvIT™
software supports single or dual throttle
operation, multiple types of vessels,
including power, sail and PWC, with
highly sophisticated features and
functions suitable for a wide range of
boating experience from beginner to
advanced.

| GPS/Chartplotter

SRISPON,
2l Console |

Multi-Vessel Interactive Trainer MuVIT™)

A beginner can practice docking and
maneuvering in various wind, visibility,
sea, and current situations which can be
adjusted on the fly, including restricted
visibility, and demonstrating wave
crossing, as well as running before the
waves, and demonstrating what happens
in a beam sea. You can also interconnect
multiple machines allowing students to
practice such activities as crossing,
overtaking, and close-quarters
maneuvering. The trainer has scenery
that allows the user to see and properly
use navigational aids such as dayboards,
buoys, and ranges.

The MuVIT™ platform has several
features which make it ideal for some
advanced navigation classes. Because it
is based on a real-world global coordinate
system, you can operate in local scenery,
and the Latitude and Longitude are
correct for the location. This is an
important feature as the software allows
for an NMEA interface with OpenCPN
which then displays the vessel on
OpenCPN charts as it operates.

It also comes with an integrated
chartplotter that allows for the creation
of waypoints and routes. The display
shows not only course and speed over
ground, and all the usual data, but also

t I S

the heading and distance to the next
waypoint. There are several GPS modes
available besides the chartplotter,
including the traditional numeric display,
and compass. For the purposes of
teaching, the ability to send the GPS/
Chartplotter to a separate display is quite
useful.

The software includes a sophisticated
radar simulator that can track the
operating vessels. The radar has a full
complement of operating controls that
function as one would expect from a real-
world unit. These include gain, and range
rings, as well as sea and rain clutter
filtering. The electronic bearing line (EBL)
and variable range mark (VRM) facilitate
teaching the skill of getting a radar fix.
You can teach a complete radar seminar
using MuVIT™ and the ability to configure
the system to send the radar display to a
separate display is a bonus.

If you would like additional information,
the MuVIT™ will be displayed at the fall
Governing Board. Our website at:
muvit-boating.com.

Contact Lt/C Scott Morris, P
(smorris@bangheadhere.org) for MuvIT™
information. For BSVT information,
contact R/C Lisa Wilson, SN-IN

(lisa@herndon.net) E:3
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SQUADRON
ADMI NI STRATI VE O}
P/ C Thomas C. T|

lam so delighted that our WAéwomémbAprPat Squairo

Antoni has volunteered to @ rdinngn éepra csko dsihal e Fatim pdit aen
Power Sg&u ardegvosnl etter. The newsl etter
provides our members and glemeMay, ptulb8 iscquadrhor s
information on what we havree ndtoinfeg amfd g | pann tt o 1H ob
to help everyone become a Homaes dsosaa eRi.V earl.s oWe Mea
have fun enjoying water achemhberisseswhovheénjeo) edfa i
on monthly squadron sponsoWwatderactli vwas etshe Cuafgt a
squadron has grown with netw enmemeblepxr soft hRaat aase tJhe
wanting to help increase olusr marukaedd obnu tmivsesriyo nfi n
namedgie®d | GawWe made it] ba

During the past three montWwist hoTupts haavsi bge etno bdq t
busy with the ood weatherl ater.

Il n March, we held a Buarf es gBuwaadri onng rmeomubre%res arne

for two days hosted Spyr itrhges Tfamfpaa wat &'t Tahcet]i v

Fraternal Order of PJoun'eceSOCFioaJlrta'RitmmeemetOsat’Re

passed the state tesltocat egletatt hlelig0 b oMNaretrh JDa

identification card.see you there.

I'n April, our squadrhlne aseenbcea st afsitd aled akty 8Btedx t

Ybor City and rode téarey tgqudstelyonso arhesuggegti

Tampa Convention CenStGWwadraen tehveennt s .

boarded the water taxi (Squadron

Sponsored) and &heocandeRiR8&pec tRiiwlkly submitted,

River Restaurant where we had a great

|l unch We all enjoyeR/ G hTe, ¢t rTihp, ‘ups .at,d AR wn

the Hill sborough River, which was being

narrated by the boatAdmnipniasitnr,ati ve Officer

TAMPA BAY BOAT SHOW

The Tampa Bay Boat Show wil/l besmoevilquuanf:he
Florida State Fai-2§rounds on FJuina@ay2®lbhe 5

The Fairgrounds are |l ocated SaturqaBa3od INA meU& 30

Tampa. Sunday 2bdrteo 5
Admi ssion iba&dhadbeem to t hi
| donknow how anything abo
are | ooking to spend an a
boats and accessories this
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USPS MEMBERS GOI NG CRUI

Dawn Eckhart is a travel agent and
Assistant Treasurer for District
Sqguadr on.
Dawn i s coordinating the 2024
after the Annual Meeting in
wanted to go on a cruise, t
with a | ot of people who
you have.
went on a couple of
Especially wal king down

Pttt

Keep Calm and Cruise On

e you been seeing the Celebrity commerci

ps have been vod elde sotneplodc ashet ovolrd™d We wi
ebrity sifhisgefin€Cel ebr ingxt group cruise fol
ting. Firlo8m PRPe0d2.4d,i11 | cruise from Fort Lauc
tol a, BVI; and Basseterre, St . Kitts and
ebrity promotion or the exclusi¥ée,garnodpt
is is our annual USPS fundraiser, and you
e det aielmsa, loprimecaasfie0-8 2@ ®awn Eckhart
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HOMOSASSA RI VER/ SOCI AL OUTI N
21 May 2023

Seven members met at t hwo uHodmoasraosusnad maki ng it di f
Riverside Resort to s pewhderteh ey odua ysimoogullidd ebTeom wa s
Homosassa River. We r eMftteedr awep ownetnoto nt hbrodvad & h a s

(squadron sponsored) foGathwhet monedngrouRdCamdmma
Thompson was the captaitno the marina.

We started up river firWe htaod lao odke laitc itohues bleuanucthi fi

homes along the way. Gkni tocuhre nw arye sdtoawunr arnitvse ri nwet h e
went past Monkey | sl ands.evelrtalsirtess tianurtahnet smitdod | ceh
decided we had enough sun

i nsi de . Everyone had a gt

Tom Thompson, Al Antor
the Homosassa river-raoddis inhabilftt@de!lyaeario & Pat Ar
by a small family of mognkeys. The|p ) e
owned by the Resort. They care fo

and feed them regul arlyl. Unf ortu
is being renovated and |the monkey
there at this ti me.

Al Anton],
Tom Thompson,
Jim Geskgp
& Cindy [eske

Going down river was a I|littlle more adventurogs.
Many places had very narrowl]lchannel s and

Lorella Fazio & Jim Gesl
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