
Email article submissions as Word  

document attachments to  

Editor@TampaPS.org.   
 

All submissions are due on 

the 18th of each month. 

On Saturday, 26 April 2014, the 10th An-

nual Tampa Bay International Dragon Boat 

Festival was held in the Garrison Channel 

in front of the Marriott Hotel.  Organized 

by the Pan American Dragon Boat Associa-

tion, approximately 45 teams participated 

in this yearõs event.  Beginning at 0830 

with the Senior 55+ Division Champion-

ship Final, the festival ran until 1700 

when the 29th race - the 2000m Champi-

onship Final - was completed.  
 

Cdr Tom Thompson, P, enthusiastically 

volunteered to assist and served as a 

dock judge during the event.  One of his 

duties was to hold the dragon boats in 

place during the boarding.  With over 

1,100 participants, Tom was not surprised 

that a number of the competitors that he 

met had traveled from Canada.   
 

Dragon Boating, like many boating activi-

ties, is an excellent team-building sport.  A 

dragon boat measures 41 feet and is 

crewed by 20 paddlers, a steersman and 

a drummer.  The drummer, also referred 

to as a caller, sets the pace of the pad-

dlers and issues voice calls encouraging 

the crew to perform in synch and at their 

peak. The steersman, sometimes called a 

sweep, ensures that the boat stays in its 

designated lane. 
 

Cdr Tom reported that everyone that he 

met was not only very friendly, but that 

they also expressed their gratitude to him 

for volunteering his time for them.  Claim-

ing to have forgotten the enjoyment of be-

ing on the water, Tom is making a concert-

ed effort to rejuvenate Tampa Squadron 

with many more boating activities; look for 

him to be òout thereó every month. 
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There Be Dragons! 

Dragon Boat teams compete during the Tampa Bay International Dragon Boat Festival. 
 

Photo courtesy of Ms. Paula Jennings, Marketing Manager, Pan American Dragon Boat Association, LLC. 

Paddlers board in preparation for competing in 

the 26 April dragon boat races in Tampaõs Garri-

son Channel. 
Photo by Tom Thompson 
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From our friends at the Boca Ciega Squadron  . . .  and we are invited! 

 
Attention Everyone!  Hereõs the news youõve been waiting for: 
 

The 2014 BCSPS Cruise and Rendezvous at 
The Resort & Club at Little Harbor 

 

15 - 17 August 
 

In the middle of our òinactive seasonó, we are having our annual C & R. You can come either by boat or by car.  The Resort 

at Little Harbor is a lovely resort with excellent dock space, beautiful grounds, great swimming pools (note more than one), 

specially priced just for us, excellent rooms and a good and reasonable restaurant on the waterfront. 
 

536 Bahia Beach Blvd., Ruskin, FL 33570, www.StayLittleHarbor.com. 

 

You must make your own reservations. 

Be sure to tell them that you are with the Boca Ciega Power Squadron group. 

We have negotiated excellent group rates for both boat slips and rooms.   
 

Boat Slips are available at $1.25 per foot; thatõs 50 cents off their regular fees. Contact Dock Master Kevin or 

Manager Jerry at 813 645 -2288  to reserve your slip.  Letõs get some boats! 

  

For Room Accommodations, we recommend one of these two choices at the Harborside Resort Condo: 
 

Harborside Studio:  1 Queen bed, plus Kitchenette  $123 

Harborside 1BR  Suite: 1 King bed, Partial Kitchen, balcony $131   
 

Both rooms have a sofa bed, although the larger 1 bedroom suite is definite favorite and well worth the $8 difference. 

There are also 2 and 3 bedroom accommodations available.  Contact the resort reservations desk at  

813 645 -3291 .  Ask for Matthew Moody in the unlikely event that you encounter any difficulties with the group rate. 

 
Friday Evening  -  Pot Luck / Cookout at the Harborside Condo pool area preceded by special cocktails provided by Ed 

Hanna.  Dinner will be potluck.  Weõll bring hotdogs; you bring one of your special dishes and your beverage.  
 

Breakfasts and lunches will be at the Sunset Grill, on your boat, or in your room. 
 

Saturday Games will be from 10 to 12 and 2 to 4.  Suggestions for games are welcome, so feel free to bring your favorite 

game.    
 

Saturday Evening  -   Dinner at 6:00 PM at the Sunset Grill by the beach. 

 
Please RSVP to Michael Tremper at 727 526 -4526 and let him know when you are arriving, which dinners you 

will be attending and, what dish you are bringing for the potluck.   We need to make dinner reservations for Sat-

urday night.      
 

If you have questions regarding getting there by boat, call Don Rife 727 397- 0572.   
 

For driving directions, call Terry MacGovern 727 526-4526.  

 
This is a great opportunity to get acquainted with a great spot and hang around with some boat-

ers. We hope to see you there, especially you newer members.  Bring your friends, the more the 

merrier.  We sure could use more boats! 

http://www.StayLittleHarbor.com


I am writing this article after having a week off from work.  

As you may see in some attached photos, I was once again 

enjoying the fresh air and open water ways with my son Jo-

ey during several boating trips.   
 

During the month of 

April, I attended the Dis-

trict 22 Spring Confer-

ence and Commanderõs 

Meeting at Tampa Sher-

aton.  I personally got re-

certified in my teaching 

credentials and took the 

VSC Seminar.  I attend-

ed the Commanderõs 

Meeting and it was one 

of the best meetings I 

have attended.  The meeting was proctored and a time limit 

was set for each speaker.  Every Commander was involved 

with the questions and answers part of the meeting.  I 

learned from the other commanders that all squadrons are 

having the same problem with membership and member-

ship involvement.  Some different ideas were past around 

the table.  I will try to implement some of them during my 

tenure as your commander.  
 

As our squadron continues to move forward during the up-

coming months, I am personally going to re-commit myself 

to our squadron.  I have taken and passed the VSC Course 

online.  I am currently working with VSC Chairman, P/C John 

A. Orr, III, P, to complete the five proctored vessel safety 

Checks that are required for me to become certified as a 

Vessel Examiner.  I want to be able to help John with the 

vessel checks. We will both make a concerted effort in 

providing a safer boating environment on our water ways.   
 

On a personal 

note, my wife Linda 

has had some re-

curring medical 

problems and was 

in the hospital dur-

ing month of April 

for a few days.  The 

medical issue is 

still ongoing and 

some more treat-

ments will be need-

ed.  She continues 

to move forward as 

we all should do and live life to the best of her ability. We 

will both be back out on the water as soon as she is able.  
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Executive Officerõs Report 
Lt/C Anna Morris, JN 

XO@TampaPS.org 

Commanderõs Corner 
Cdr Thomas C. Thompson, P 

Cdr@TampaPS.org 

If youõve never attended a district conference, you have tru-

ly missed out on a boatload of fun.  Throughout any confer-

ence, there are ample opportunities to meet members from 

other squadrons.  These acquaintances quickly become 

friends.  And  fraternity is important not only to the United 

States Power Squadrons, but to us all - none of us like to be 

alone.  However, I do have to confess that I was taken 

aback to hear someone espousing the view that the Friday 

Evening Themed Dinners were silly and a waste of money.  

All I can say is that it was their loss, but judge for yourself! 

At any rate, kudos to Team Tampa and their attendees at 

this past District 22 Spring Conference:  Cdr Tom C. Thomp-

son, P; Lt/C Linda C. Thompson, S; P/C John A. Orr, III, S; P/

D/C Alta M. Mullins; SN; Lt/C Scott Morris, P; Lt/C Anna 

Morris, JN; and, P/C George J. Martin, SN. 
 

This past March, the US Coast Guard along with the Auxilia-

ry (USCG/USCGA) mandated a 2014 VE (Vessel Examiner) 

Workshop for all VEõs regardless of their time in the pro-

gram.  This information was disseminated at the D/22 Fall 

Conference in the Vessel Safety Checks Roundtable con-

ducted by D/Lt Richard Quodomine, SN, of the Cape Coral 

Squadron.   
 

The deadline for compliance with the USCG/USCGA man-

date is 30 June 2014.  P/C John A. Orr, III, S, attended the 

26 April Workshop (hosted by Cdr Janet C. Razze, AP, of the 

Anna Maria Island Squadron), so his certification is good to 

go.  However, even though Cdr Tom just completed his VSC 

training, he is still required to go through the recertification 

workshop.  But not to fret, this requirement will not be a 

(Continued on page 7) 

Cdr Tom Thompson, P, with Clearwater 

Squadronõs Cdr Ted OõBrien, AP. 
Photo by Lt Garry A, Stubbs, S; CSPS 

Tom and Linda with their friend Samantha. 
Circa 2008 

Cast and crew of D/22õs South Pacific; an off-, off-,..., long ways-off 

Broadway production by D/Lt Susan G. Parrish, AP of VSPS. 
Photo by Lt Garry A. Stubbs, CSPS 
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The test reports that I have read have been fairly consistent 

in evaluating the abilities of these devices. By way of com-

parison a few different, but consistent, results of visibility 

testing are detailed below. These are all based on night 

time tests with naked eye viewing: 
 

     Pyrotechnic flare  - 
 

                     Handheld   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   5-10 miles 
 

                     Parachute    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   25-35 miles 
 

     Signal mirror with full moon overhead   . . . . . . . .  3 miles 
  

    1 LED flashlight   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 - 4 miles 
 

     Mini-mag flashlight  - 
 

         2xAAA   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   6 miles    
 

         2xAA   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   12 miles 
 

     Laser flare  - 
 

                      Red   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   22 miles 
 

                      Green    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30 miles 
 

The flash of a laser is pretty distinctive and not easily con-

fused with other light sources, so a searcher will have a 

good idea when they just got ôpaintedõ. 
 

With all the reports of pilots being blinded by laser pointers, 

it should be noted that laser flares disburse the energy over 

the expanding, fan-shaped line instead of focusing the en-

ergy into a single point.  It is the energy disbursement that 

enabled laser flares to be approved by the FCC as Class IIIa 

Eye-Safe Laser Devices.  
 

The flash of a laser flare is fairly distinctive and it is not eas-

ily confused with other light sources, so searchers will have 

a good idea that they found their target when they see the 

flash. But remember: While the flash is definitely noticea-

ble, it is not blinding. In other words, the light from a laser 

flare does not create a safety of flight issue.   
 

In 2012, the United States Congress passed HR658 into 

law which, among other things, in Section 311 39A(c)(3) ex-

empts from prosecution "an individual using a laser emer-

gency signaling devices to send an emergency distress sig-

nal." 
 

As good as I deem laser flares to be, I must stress one final 

word.  The United States Coast Guard has neither rescind-

ed the requirement of pyrotechnic flares nor authorized the 

replacement of the traditional flares with laser flares.  How-

ever, with lifetimes measured between five (5) and 72 con-

tinuous hours (depending on the specific model), a laser 

rescue flare will make a terrific supplement to any boatõs 

safety gear. 
 

 

Keep safety first and boating fun. Scott 

 

 
Editorõs Note: Thank you to Ms. Kim Erickson, CEO of Greatland La-

ser, LLC  www.greatlandlaser.com and to Mr. Doug Rit-

ter, Editor of Equipped To Survive www.equipped.org 

for their gracious consent in the use of their material. 

  

Over the last few years, I have been watching the evolution 

of ôlaser flaresõ  with some interest.  Laser flares first came 

on the market in 1999.  Originally developed as a better 

means of lighting runway centerlines, it turns out to be an 

interesting piece of search & rescue (SAR) equipment also. 
 

In design, the la-

ser flare is not 

the powerful pin-

point of light that 

we usually asso-

ciate with a la-

ser, but rather a 

thin fan shaped 

line of laser light.  The beam exits the flare with a four (4) 

degree spread which produces a line of laser light which is 

738 feet wide at two (2) miles and 3690 feet at ten (10) 

miles.  This produces a line of light which, while bright, also 

is not so powerful as to blind the pilot. Also because the 

beam is thin as it moves over the target, be it aircraft or 

other vessel, it tends to produce a strobe effect.  
 

In many respects, 

laser flares are 

similar in usage 

to signal mirrors, 

but there are 

some rather obvi-

ous differences.  

You do have to 

aim it at the tar-

get but that isnõt 

any more difficult 

and is very similar 

to how it is done with a signal mirror. The lasers at this point 

come in two beam colors - red and green. As the human eye is 

more sensitive to green than red, it is possible to see the 

green beam in the air as it reflects off every water drop, dust 

mote, etc. making aiming fairly simple. You then slowly sweep 

the beam through the area you wish to signal. Trying to hold 

the beam on a target or sweeping it too fast is counterproduc-

tive. A slow (about 5 degrees/sec) rate has been found to be 

the best rate.  
 

One property which can be 

very useful, particularly in 

a man overboard (MOB) 

situation, is that when the 

beam impinges on a retro-

reflective material the 

beam reflects back directly 

to the source and observ-

ers. 

Safety First! 

Lt/C Scott Morris, P 1 st
 

SAFETY  

Illustration courtesy of Greatland Laser, LLC 

LASER POINTER  

LASER FLARE 

Illustration courtesy of Equipped To Survive 

Illustration courtesy of Greatland Laser, LLC 

http://www.greatlandlaser.com/
http://www.equipped.org/


Welcome 
Aboard 

Administrative Department 

as reported by 
Lt/C Anna Morris, JN 

The 2012 USCG National Recreational Boating Survey has 

been released and is available at www.uscgboating.org. If 

you havenõt reviewed a copy yet, you may want to consider 

doing so. 
 

Of particular interest to me is that 

the Coast Guard has changed the 

measurements and methodologies 

of this annual survey.  A careful 

reading of the first section explains 

in detail how the sampling has 

been altered to provide more accu-

rate data.  A new report model has 

also been implemented and con-

tains a wealth of data with good 

explanations as to how the results 

were derived.  
 

Using these 2012 survey results, Tampa Squadron can ex-

plore some of the large scale demographics of boaters and, 

by correlating it with other internet reports, we can define a 

fair model of the local boater population.  Why?  This exer-

cise is useful in helping us to define who our target market 

is.  And knowing who the Tampa boaters are is essential as 

we strive to keep our message on-target to our students in 

the classroom and the visitors to our website and boat 

show booth.   
 

We went through this same exercise a couple years ago and 

made some changes.  But as time passes, it is important to 

revisit that exercise and to assess the results.  What 

worked?  What didnõt?  Armed with the previous results of 

our classroom attendance along with the latest boater    

demographics of the Tampa Bay area, we can then make 

any course adjustments that we think could be productive. 
 

Incidentally, the Florida 

FWC (Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commis-

sion) 2013 boating acci-

dent statistical report 

should be published in 

a few months.  Not only 

does this report provide 

some interesting read-

ing, it also is an im-

portant information 

source used in keeping 

our safe boating mes-

sage current and on-

target. 
 

Scott 

Short Blast  ñ  Official publication of the Tampa Power Squadron 

Page 5 

Educational Officerõs Report 
Lt/C Scott Morris, P 

SEO@TampaPS.org 

A Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission boat crew on scene with a 

boat that capsized and sank near Mar-

athon in October 2011.  Seven of the 

eight boaters aboard the boat were 

rescued by the Coast Guard and a good 

Samaritan. 
Photo by U.S. Coast Guard 

Until an Administrative Officer can be found, Cdr Tom and I 

will do our best to keep the news from this departmentõs 

committees flowing to you. 
 

The Boating Activities Committee continues to look for op-

portunities to get out on the water.  It is not too early to 

begin thinking about Octoberõs Cardboard Boat Challenge!  

I have two years worth of extra large cardboard cartons and 

Scott has been collecting various plans; all thatõs missing 

are volunteers to build and race! 
 

Februaryõs Tampa Bay Day-Cruise was canceled due to in-

clement weather, but look for this event to be rescheduled 

very soon. 
 

Tampa Squadron has received standing invitations from the 

Boca Ciega and Manatee Squadrons to join them at any of 

their events; look for calendars and flyers to appear in this 

and future issues of Short Blast.   
 

Meetings & Program Committees - Come and see!  We try to 

schedule speakers four (4) months in advance so that we 

have sufficient time to advertise the program and increase 

attendance.  In March, we enjoyed the òBenefits of Ham 

Radio To The Communityó presented by Chris Perry of the 

Bay Area Emergency Amateur Radio Service (BEARS).  In 

May, weõll be hosting Robert Garcia from NOAAõs National 

Weather Station in Ruskin. 
 

The best news comes from the Membership Committee 

who is pleased to announce three (3) new members.   

�R��Kelsey M. Barbas of Dade City; 

�R��Randall M. MacDonald of Lakeland; and, 

�R��Christopher M. Watson of Tampa. 
 

Our new members were graduates of the 19 April ABC 

(Americaõs Boating Course) at the Town ônõ Country Library.   
 

I discovered a little something different with Nationalõs 

membership processing.  It used to be that when you up-

date your class rolls to indicate those passing students who 

wished to take the 6-month trial membership for a test 

drive, the new members would be added to the Cyber 

(Continued on page 7) 


