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George Martin Installed As District Admin Officer
By Cdr Anna Morris, AP

On 14 April, 2012, at
al Change of Watch, D/Lt George J. Martin
SN, of the Tampa Power Squadron was in
stalled as the District Administrative Officer
(DAO), earning the elevated rank of D/Lt/C.

A West Point graduate and US Army career o
ficer, George first joined the Tampa unit of
the United States Power Squadrons in 2001.
Quickly rising through the ranks, George
served as squadron commander during the
years of 2006 and 2007. Under his leader-
ship, the Tampa Power Squadron revived
both the Cardboard Boat Challenge and the
Edwin C. Aldrich Memorial Kite Flg events.

Somewhere, George found the time to join
the Clearwater Squadron as an affiliate mem-"p yc George J. Martin, SN, with his new officer flag.

ber where, among his other activities, he gapying on the Nominating Committee. Then,
courted and won the hand of the fair Dorothy thjs past fall, George graciously volunteered
Papworth. Today, Dorothy is better knownas; o s erve once more on
D/1/Lt Dorothy M. Martin, SN, in district Cir- priqge, filling the position of Executive Officer.
cles and as Commander in Clearwater. ] ) B
where she is the present commander. Doro-CONnsi deri ng Georgeos

thy is also an affiliate member of the Tampa © USPS and his commitment to self
Squadron. education (George earned his Senior Naviga-

) L ) ) tor grade this past February in addition to
While remaining active in both the Tampa ¢ompleting the first two of three leadership
and Clearwater squadrons, George accepted geyelopment courses), D/LYC George J. Mar-
additional responsibilities with District 22,  ; | , SN, exemplifies

Chairing the Radio Technical Committee and pgyer Squadron.

- TPS Achieves Five Star Recognition At District

Gk /. At the Spring Conference in Sarasota, Tampa
: a8 Power Squadron received a Five Star Award
: certificate in recognition of the achievement
E“f ) of organizational goals established by District
- SRR 22 and the United States Power Squadrons.
E TR 5::::‘;"““” Of the 18 squadrons in D/22, Tampa was
A e L8 one of 11 recipients.
;,? o Tompe TPS was also one of the squadrons who re-
B SR ceived the National Membership Commit-
Bl teebs Doing It Right
i | i nizes squadrons whose actions are in compli-
~Cdr Anna Morris, AP, accepting Tampabs Five Star Av
from D/C W. Richard Littrell, JN, and R/C Artemas (Art) (Continued on paged)
M. Pickard, SN (Chief Commanderds Representative).
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Recently | was asked to explain how local squadrons benefitWater, Water Everywhere! But who has jurisdictionWhen |
from the District and National organizations. After all, portions first started boating in the Tampa Bay area, | found this ques-
of our membership dues go directly in support of these entities.| tion to be both complex and potentially confusing.

In response, let me begin by stating that the District and Nation- Who has jurisdiction on the bodies of water in the Tampa Bay
al organizations exist to support the local squadrons. BesidgsArea? In many cases, the answer is there are multiple jurisdic-
furthering their education, boat enthusiasts join local squadrons tions with each law enforcement agency having specific rules
in order to meet other peopl|eandregulatiangwhichat s authbrized to enfoicé. 8s t he f
and social activities that draw people together and keep squad-
rons strong. Districts and
binds the local squadrons together by facilitating the develop-
ment of further friendships and encouraging information ext
changes. When you get down to it, the District and National qr-
ganizations function not unlike choir directors. They set the
rhythm and ensure, while the local squadrons may choose to
harmonize, that everyone sings from the same musical score.

Here in, Tampa an, we have the US Coast Gua d enforcing Fed-
Nt Relgfirdhferts; tie U AiSForB&Pat NMacDhil AR effd¥clng' &
two-mile No Trespassing Zone since 9/11; and, the Law Enforce-
ment Division of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission (FWC) enforcing Florida State Law which is also en-
forced by the Sheriff Departments of Hillsborough, Manatee and
C pinellas Counties. City agencies, besides enforcing local boating
ordinances and waterway management regulations, also en-
The English poet John Donne once force Florida State Law.

"Wr ote that oONo manAgioo?j rufe of thuht ié‘ljﬂzﬂﬁ’yob ébéélgoétwithaflashing

_ A fying why people live in societies ag o light closing on your position, drop your speed and prepare

—=k= opposed to becoming hermits. The ;o compliant with whichever agency it is that is boarding your
: _formatlon of districts enables local| |, oqqeli

squadrons to band together sharing knowledge, experience an

.,I
occasionally, personnel resources. Tampa Power Squadron hg
first-hand experience with this type of assistance. Back in

W

6
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1998, P/C Alfred W. Minch, SN, from the Lakeland Sail and Po
er Squadron, transferred into the Tampa organization where h
chaired the Membership Committee and then served on th

i 8 A Unit of the United States Power Squadrons® May 2012
bridge (AO, XO and Cdr) before he returned to his home squad . i
ron in 2002. There is safety in numbers and it is very comforting Is now available on the squadron website at
to have friendly resources available outside of the local squad http://tampaps.org/2012%20May%20Beacon.pdf
ron. It is even more comforting to know _g 5 Printed copies are available upon request by
that, unlike the boy scout who forcibly J . @5} contacting any bridge officer.
dassistedo little QIuga’® to cross the

- Short BlastDistribution Staff

L N
@

street in order to earn a merit badge, most : —
District 22 Ofﬁcers seem to understand The US Coast Gual’d haS announced the|r prellmlnary planS per-

that unsolicited advice, however well intentioned, is rarely usefyl taining to the security measures surrounding the upcoming Re-
until the recipient requests assistance. publican National Convention which will take place this summer
. ) in downtown Tampa. These plans include prohibiting recreation-
Do you reaII_y want to know V\_/hat District and/or National has t0 4| poats from entering Garrison Channel, Seddon Channel,
offer? Get involved! There is a great deal of fun to be had atgparkman Channel, Ybor Channel, Ybor Turning Basin, the chan-
District and National events. A quick glance at page 10 will give g separating Davis Island from the mainland and part of the

you a rough idea of some of the extracurricular activities that arg Hillsborough River from the 25th through the 31st of August.
scheduled during conferences. And if you are still not convinced

of the enjoyment factor, maybe a few photos will help. As recorded in the Federal Register of 3 April, the proposed secu-

rity zone covers each body of water and includes 20 feet of adja-
cent shorelines. Private boaters could gain access to the water-
ways only after receiving permission; but all others, including
those whose boats are docked in the channels, will be denied
access to their vessels.

Commercial boats, cruise ships and freighters headed to and
from their respective ports will be permitted access into the
Sparkman Channel, Ybor Channel and Ybor Turning Basin provid-
‘ ing that they comply with Coast Guard special requirements.
(LeftyP/D/C Alta M. Mullins, SN, and Lt/C Scott Morris, P(Right)1/Lt Melissa quuwemgnts W||_| include prov[dlng advanced nOtlflcat_lqn, sub-
Butler, S (San Carlos); Cdr AnfaYes, t hat s P/B/CgtomasiFg mitkngrt® ingpections and allowing law enforcement officials en
Krupa, AP (St. Petersburg); and, D/Lt/C Carol L. Musco, AP (Peace River). | board during the time that the vessels are in the security zone.

Page?2
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Educati onal O

i
LP qr' Lt/C Scott Morris, P LP L‘IJ
SEO@TampaPS.org

Admpd pa rstt r ati ve
Lt/C Angelina Stanley, S
AO@TampaPS.org

On 7 April, we had our first ABC class for the year. And we ha
some good and some onot so g
everyone who showed up to teach 1/Lt Bob Dougherty, AP; D/
Lt/C George Martin, SN; and, Cdr Anna Morris, AP. An extf
thanks goes to Anna for bringing donuts and coffee.

P
7

Letds start with the positiyv

e S . We  had i X stude
structors. We held the class in a new location the computer 0% MAY - Gen?ral “ﬁembers}“p '"
d Meetingat IHOP
4910 W. Spruce Street

lab at the Town N Country library. The room was very nice a
just the right size for that class. Better yet, had there been mor
students, library personnel were ready to move us into a largg
room. Most definitely we will keep this facility on our list for fu
ture classes.

D=

Unfortunately, we also have a couple of items to correct. Som
how, we got off the time track and ended up running over. Als
there was quite a bit of confusion concerning the hours of th

U—CJ (]

the completion time, four students had to leave before testing

)
and a fifth student rushed through the exam. Clearly this waq 05 JUL - General Membership
not an optimal situation, but measures are being taken to avoid} Meetindat IHOP l'l'o
repetition at the next session. Bob is devising a timing schedulg ga LYYy N
to keep the instructors on track. Anna is doublehecking venue 4910 W. Spruce Street ‘

0.

hours against advertised clalgs ti me
testing of t h-eatthepconveniesce.st udept s

zi’v o 1831 Y&, Hear Yelk:

07 JUN - Dinner Social

atLa Teresita Restaurant
class. Due to both the time overage and the confusion aboy 3248 W. Columbus Drive

YOUand your guests
are cordially invited to

nts and

TAUR
REl AN

Program Presentation
Alan Forino of West Marine

s . Program Presentationy arrapg
To Be Announced

back.

National has
Check (ARC)
dered for our fi

1516 W Brandon Blvd
Brandon 33611

The next ABC class is 19 May
As part of the National Safe Boating Week activities, P/C Jok
Orr, S, will be ofand to conduct vessel safety examinations.

National has completed another printing of the ABC3 student
and instructors manual s. Si
the 3rd Edition), it may be that the reprinting was necessary tp
replenish the inventory - especially since the reprint notice did
not indicate any new or updated material. However, to be Orf Cleanvater
the safe side, I6ve gone ah e |thnnel28
can check for changes personally.

Sea Tow has launched their Automated Radio Check Servi

Saraland 0Bdy Minette

Bleyd °
o Pensacola
Gult Shores

O
o
3

ing communities nationwide. T

SEA \ TOW.

AUTOMATED RADIO CHECKS (each station operates on an| | Tampa Bay

areaspecific channel), ARCS |&tnne!2?
reduces the volume of non
urgent traffic on Channel 16. Cutas
To use the new system, boatt | channel 28

1. Tune your radio to channel 24, 26, 27 or 28
(vaties by ares)

2. Key your microphone and speak clearly

3. System will play back your transmission

A FREE service brought to you by Sea Tow"®

800-4-SEATOW  VHF 16

(ARCS), provided free to boat- —_—

Using VHF channels 24 28 = @

Upcoming Saturday ABC3 ClassES s tune to the a(isteida hpRCs
=) www.seatow.com/boatingsafety/automated-radio-checks),
May 19 ; 10AM- 5PM ol place their radio check message (THIS i@ssel name RADIO
West Marine i CHECK, OVER) and listen as the radio check message is playec

received a FREE stock of the Automated Radio
stickers from Sea Tow and these have been or-
uture ABC classes and other civic services.
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Secretaryaos
P/D/C Alta M. Mullins, SN
altaben@tampabay.rr.com

As
ber gets for the work they do for their Squadron is being awar
ed a Merit Mark by the Chief Commander of USPS.

any Power Sqguadron member

The Merit Mark is simply ¢
piece of paper stating the FEFES
member has been awardec s

Merit Mark Award

For the year 20##
Is hereby presented to

il

a omeri-t mar member s nameg
contributed substantially to i il sl o b prin
the promotion of the inter- United States Power Squadrons
ests and objectives of Unitec chief comh

St ates Power
Merit marks are now sent Vie.
email to the squadron member who works diligently for USPS.

Chief Commander

making iy

Why am | talking about merit marks so early in the year whe

they are not due until 15 November? Because it is easier to re

member who did what immediately after the event, as oppose
to waiting until midOctober and trying to remember who did
what at an event in February, March or earlier in the year.

In the past as District 22 Merit Mark Chairman, periodically,
chaired a round table meeting at the District 22 Fall Conference
| made up samples of a suitable narrative of work performed a
a handout at the Round Table meeting. Below is an example
a welkwritten merit mark:
Chairman, Frog Jumping Contest. Traveled over 100 miles to the
Frog Loving Pond 15 times to capture 75 frogs for the 25 con-
testants in the contest. Built 10 frog houses prior to capturing
the frogs. Ordered 3,000 flies for food for the frogs. Trained 10
squadron members on humane handling of the frogs during the
contest. Acquired site for holding the contest. Prepared flyers
announcing the Frog Jumping Contest and distributed the flyers
to all 18 squadrons in the District.
This example is a bit humorous; however, how do you write
merit mark? By stating specifics, not generalities. What did th
member actually do? Your perception of how well the membg
did the job is irrelevant.

Thatds how it is done. So
Squadron, write up the merit mark information now, and email
to me. | will hold the information until midDctober and then
compile all information into the Merit Mark Recommendatior]
Report using the DB2000 program.

#

4

steno pad

That ds about i

From the’

/’.

Alta

e e
e p oTainpa Power Squadron

General Membership Meetingare held at
1900 on the first Thursday of odd numberedsy

months. o
knows, the only oOpayo6 a

The Executive Committee Meetingare held atoe
1900 on the last Thursday of each month. By

Exceptions are announced in th&hort Blast

Emonnm EeEn o EeEE R R

In the March 2012 maintenance release, DB2000V3 (6.5.3
corrected a discrepancy between the GDand OD2 Forms and
hther@eganizationddab Assignments Grid. The companion rep
ing tool, accompanying Report Wizard (10.0.1.5) was also
cluded in the March maintenance release. Members can dow
load DB2000, along with the supporting tools and utilities, 3
http://www.usps.org/DB2000/DOWNLOADS.HTM

Not certain what DB2000
is? Simply stated, DB2000 is a
database application designed
by P/D/C J. Kenneth Guscott, JN*
I| from Anna Maria Island Sail and|
Power Squadron. Built with Mi-
crosoftds Accef
fDB2000 application is utilized
throughout the United States *
Power Squadrons organization to maintain membershlp data

3|

-
-
-
-
-
!H

;¥

S
0

Not only does the Tampa Power Squadron use DB2000 to
date the records of our members, but also to update the orga
zation chart with memberds |

toriandés Report, Mer it MarKk
lists; to print Short Blastmailing labels; etc. For additional infor+
bmation, go tohttp://www.usps.org/DB2000/DOCUMENTS.HTM

General Membership meetings begin at 19082
i f vy ogocials &iDinhérs atMagov € n t

The Bylaws and Standing Rules of Tampa Powe
Squadron are posted on
Only Area ahttp://tampaps.org/members.asp. To
request a printed copy, contact Alta Mullins or any
bridge officer.

The minutes of recent General Membership Meetings a

)

DIt-
n-
n-

1

file required reports (i.e., the Watch Year assignments, the Hi

mem -
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Safety First!
Lt/C Scott Morris, P

SAERETY

One subject that will always start a good discussion (with both
sides maintaining their resolve in the matter) is that of radiq
watch standing. Must you have the VHF radio on when you are
underway and must you monitor it? Having engaged in one pf
these debates recently, | thought it worthwhile to look at the ag-
tual FCC regulation.

47 CFR 8 80.310 Watch required by voluntary vessels.
Voluntary vessels not equipped with DSC must maintain a
watch on 2182 kHz and on 156.800 MHz (Channel 16)
whenever the vessel is underway and the radio is not be-
ing used to communicate. Noncommercial vessels, such
as recreational boats, may alternatively maintain a watch
on 156.450 MHz (Channel 9) in lieu of VHF Channel 16 for
call and reply purposes. Voluntary vessels equipped with
VHFDSC equipment must maintain a watch on 2182 kHz
and on either 156.525 MHz (Channel 70) or VHF Channel
16 aurally whenever the vessel is underway and the radio
is not being used to communicate. Voluntary vessels
equipped with MFHF DSC equipment must have the radio
turned on and set to an appropriate DSC distress calling
channel or one of the radiotelephone distress channels
whenever the vessel is underway and the radio is not be-
ing used to communicate. Voluntary vessels equipped with
Inmarsat A, B, C, M or Fleet F77 systems must have the
unit turned on and set to receive calls whenever the vessel
is underway and the radio is not being used to communi-
cate.
- excerpted from theFederal Register/ Vol. 76, No. 212 /
Wednesday, November 2, 2011 / Rules and Regulations;
page 67612

The common argument that one is not required to maintain a ra
dio watch on VHF arises from the fact that the regulation neve
states that you mustturn on the radioas it does for the MFHF
and Inmarsat radios. Carrying that argument to its logical con-
clusion, it should also be noted that the regulation never states
that monitoring of VHF is in any way discretionary. In fact, the
rule explicitly states that a radio watchMUSTbe maintained
whenever the vessel is underway and the radio is not being used
to communicate. Thus, my position is that once underway, your
VHF radio must be on and a watch maintained.

=

Taking the regulation as it is written, one does not have to main-
tain a watch on Channel 16 if they have a DSC radio since that
equipment will detect distress calls automatically even if your
radio is set to a channel other than 16. However, there is a
downside to this oOexempti onbd|.
manually makes a distress call, you may never hear it.

| grant you that on a busy weekend the radio can get a bit nois
But, your ear learns quickly to discern those items of intereg
(mayday, pampan, security) and to disregard the normal back
ground noise of radio checks and other chatter. | realize tha
everyone will make their own decisions. However, whenever we
leave the dock oninsatiable, we have our DSC radio powered up
and tuned to Channel 16. - Scott

|,_,,\.-<

=3

_ DILY/C George J. Musco, AP

District 22 Bridge Officers
2012 -2013

D/C Donald A. Parrish, SN
Venice SPS
9mm

Educational Officer
D/Lt/C L. Margaret Barber, N
Sarasota PSS

12mm

Executive Officer Administrative Officer

D/Lt/C George J. Martin, SN
Tampa PS
10mm

Peace River SPS
10mm

Treasurer Secretary
D/Lt/C Richard E. Clemm, AP D/Lt/C Carol L. Musco, AP
Peace River SPS Peace River SPS
29mm 10mm
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- ¢

P/D/C W. Richard Littrell, INLakeland SPS24mm
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